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MESSAGE

FROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

RETURNING

WITHOUT APPROVAL THE BILL (S. 815) ENTITLED “AN ACT TO
AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF INHERITED INTERESTS IN CERTAIN
ALLOTTED LAND UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE CROW
CREEK INDIAN AGENCY, S. DAK.”

SeprEMBER 1 (legislative day, JuLy 20), 1950.—Read; referred to the Committee
on Interior and Insular Affairs and ordered to be printed

To the United States Senate:

I return herewith, without my approval, the enrolled bill (S. 815)
to authorize the sale of inherited interests in certain allotted land
under the jurisdiction of the Crow Creek Indian Agency, S. Dak.

This bill would direct the Secretary of the Interior to sell certain
tracts of land, designated as Lower Brule allotments 190 and 192, held
in trust by the United States under the laws relating to Indian affairs.
It would further direct that the proceeds of such sale be distributed
among the heirs of Red Star, a deceased member of the Lower Brule
Sioux Tribe of Indians. The beneficial interest in allotment 190 was
originally granted to Red Star in a division of the tribal property,
and subsequently passed by inheritance to Thomas Flying Walker
and Henry Good Face in equal shares. The beneficial interest in
allotment 192 was originally granted to Thomas Flying Walker.
The rights of Thomas Flying Walker in both allotments ultimately
passed by inheritance to his wife, Martha White Bull,

One defect in this bill is that it incorrectly describes the land in-
cluded in allotment 190. This land is situated in section 27, rather
than in section 21, of the township mentioned in the bill,
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. Another defect stems from the fact that the beneficial -
interest of Martha White Bull in allotment 190 has been traggfell'iil({
by her to the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe, for whom it is now held in
trust by the United States. On December 7, 1948, Martha White
Bull sold her share in this allotment to the tribe for a consideration of
$480. On February 2, 1949, this conveyance was approved by virtue
of authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior under the pro-
visions of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat.
984). Since it appears that the bill was introduced for the benefit
of Martha White Bull, it may safely be assumed that the inclusion of
allotment 190 was due merely to lack of knowledge that her interest
in this land had terminated. The literal effect of the bill in the present
state of affairs, nevertheless, would be to require that property belong-
ing to the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe be sold, irrespective of whether
such a sale is desired by the tribe, and to require that the proceeds of
the sale be paid to a person who no longer has any right or title in
that property.

A third defect is that the bill incorrectly describes the persons to
whom the proceeds of the sale of allotment 192 are to be distributed.
The beneficial interest of Martha White Bull in this tract is based on
her relationship to Thomas Flying Walker, the original allottee. Since
Red Star never had any right or title to allotment 192, it would ob-
viously be improper to grant all his heirs a share in the proceeds of this
land. Thus, the inclusion of allotment 192 presents the same funda-
mental objection as does the inclusion of allotment 190.

The foregoing defects, while evidently inadvertent, can be corrected,
with certainty, only by withholding approval from the bill, as its pro-
visions are couched in mandatory terms.

Harry S. TrRuMAN.

Tae WuITE HoUusE, September 1, 1950,

S. 815

Ercury-FIRST CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AT THE SECOND
SessioN, BEcun anDp HELD aT THE City oF WasHINGTON ON TUESDAY, THE
Tuirp DAy oF JaNnuarRY, ONE THoUsaND NINE HunNDRED AND FIFTY

AN ACT To authorize the sale of inherited interests in certain allotted land under the juﬁsdiction of the
’ Crow Creek Indian Agency, South Dakota

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Interior is authorized
and directed to sell the trust allotments numbered 190 and 192 of Red Star,
deceased, described as the south half of section 21, township 107, range 74, fifth
principal meridian, South Dakota, and the northeast quarter of section 33 town-
ship 107, range 74, fifth principal meridian, South Dakota, conveyance to be made
by the issuance of a patent in fee to the purchaser, and to distribute the proceeds
of such sale among the heirs of the said Red Star in accordance with their respec-
tive interests.

Sec. 2. (a) The lands herein described shall not be sold after the date of enact-
ment of this Act to any purchaser, other than the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe of
South Dakota or a member thereof, unless (1) at least sixty days prior to such
sale the superintendent of the Crow Creek Agency shall have been served with
notice of the terms thereof, and a copy of such notice, together with a description
of the lands, shall have been posted by the superintendent in a conspicuous public
place at such agency and have remained posted for a period of sixty days, and (2)
prior to the expiration of such sixty days no bona fide offer in writing to purchase
such land upon the terms specified in such notice, or upon terms more favorable
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to the owner, shall have been made by the Lower Brule Tribe or any member
thereof and a copy thereof served upon the superintendent of the Crow Creek
Agency.

g(b) A certificate of the superintendent of the Crow Creek Agency stating that
notice of the proposed sale was served upon him and was posted by him for a
period of sixty days in accordance with the provisions of clause (1) of subsection
(a) and that no offer was received in accordance with clause (2) of such subsection,
when filed and recorded in the office of the register of deeds of the county in which
such lands are situated, shall be conclusive evidence of compliance with this sec-
tion. The superintendent shall furnish the certificate to the purchaser for filing
and recording.

SaM RAYBURN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
ALBEN W. BARKLEY,
Vice President of the United States and President of the Senale.

{Endorsement on back of bill:]
I certify that this Act originated in the Senate.
Lesvie L, BIFFLE, Secretary.
O



