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Mr. CONNALLY. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield?

Mr. WHERRY. I am glad to yield.

Mr. CONNALLY. Mr. President, the
Senator from Michigan has delivered a
very admirable address upon this sub-
ject, and has adequately covered it. I
expect to speak on the bill, but I shall
defer my remarks until the debate some-
what develops. During the course of that
development, I shall address the Senate
with respect to the pending measure.

Mr. VANDENBERG. Mr. President,
will the Senator yield to me for just a
moment? .

Mr. WHERRY. I yleld .

Mr. VANDENBERG. Mr. President,
with the indulgence of the Senator from
Nebraska, I should like to make this sug-
gestion to my colleagues: I am sure that
despite any disagreements among us in
respect to the terms of the act or the
act itself, all of us are in agreement that
_the time has come for action, andd am
sure we can have general cooperation

to that end. 'To that end, therefore, Mr. .

President, I am taking the liberty of sug-
gesting that it will tremendously facili-
tate events if those who contemplate of-
fering amendments to the bill will have
them promptly presented and printed,
so that they may be before us for the

earliest possible action when the debate

lulls.

Mr. WHERRY. Mr. President, I wish
to concur in the statement just made by
the distinguished Senator from Michi-
gan that time is of the essence, and there-
fore I humbly suggest that Members who
may have amendments to offer, offer
them as quickly as possible. .

I feel that this bill is of such impor-
tance and is so momentous that we pos-
sibly would make time by now taking a
recess until tomorrow. TUnless there is
some business which Members would like
to have transacted at this time, I suggest
that the Senate take a recess until to-
morrow, if that meets with the approval
of Senators.

In the meantime, let me state that it
is the present plan, if it meets with the
approval of the Senate, to have the Sen-
ate meet daily until the pending legis-
lation is disposed of.

Mr. BARKLEY. Mr. President—

Mr. WHERRY. 1 yield to the dis-
tinguished minority leader.

Mr. BARKLEY., I would suggest that
we have an executive session at this
time, for the consideration of the nom-
inations on the Executive Calendar.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

A message from the House of Repre-
sentatives, by Mr. Swanson, one of its
reading clerks, announced that the House
had agreed to the report of the commit-
tee of conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the House to the bill (S. 1796)
to provide for the preservation of the
frigate Constellation and to authorize
the disposition of certain replaced parts
of such vessel as souvenirs, and for other
purposes. :

The message also announced that the -

House had agreed to the report of the
committee of conference on the disa-
greeing votes of the two Houses 'on the
amendments of the Senate to the bill
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(H. R. 5525) making appropriations to
supply urgent deficiencies in certain ap-
propriations for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1948, and for other purposes.

EXTENSION OF RECIPROCAL TRADE
AGREEMENTS—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT (H. DOC. NO. 551) :

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Cain
in the chair) laid before the Senate 2
message from the President of the United
States, which was read by the Chief Clerk
and referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance. )

(For President’'s message, see today’s
proceedings of the House of Representa-
tives on p. 1934.)

MRS. BESSIE TWO ELK-POOR BEAR—
VETO MESSAGE

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before
the Senate the following message from
the President of the United States, which
was read by the Chief Clerk, and, with
the accompanying bill, referred to the
Committee on Interior and Insular Af—
fairs:

To the Senate:

I return herewith, without my ap-
proval, S. 499, authorizing the issuance
of a patent in fee to Mrs. Bessie Two Elk-
Poor Bear.

The effect of this measure would be to
enable Mrs. Poor Bear to terminate at
will the trust under which the United
States now holds the lands allotted to her
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation,
and to permit her to demand a convey-
ance of the lands free from the restric-
tions on alienation now imposed by law..

The situation here presented is one
which involves the performance of trust
agreements that the United States is
bound faithfully to execute, as distin-
guished from the continuance of a per-
sonal disability. Mrs. Poor Bear, in com-
mon with other Indians, is entirely free
to purchase lands or other property, and
to sell the same as she pleases. What is
here in question is land that forms a part
of the ancestral tribal holdings of the
Oglala Sioux Indians, and a._parf of an
area which, pursuant to various arrange-
ments with these Indians, has been di-
vided among the individual members of
the Oglala Sioux Tribe, Mrs. Poor Bear
obtained a share in this division of the
tribal patrimony solely because of her
membership in the Oglala Sioux Tribe,
Under the terms of the allotment ar-
rangements, and the implementing stat-

.utes, she has no right to alienate the

lands allotted to her without the consent
of the United States, acting in its-ca-
pacity as trustee of the lands. Such ap-
proval may now be granted by the Secre-
tary of the Interior should it be found
that Mrs. Poor Bear is competent to man-
age her affairs.

In the performance of the existing
trust obligations, consideration must be
given to the question of whether a sale
of the lands would promote the best in-
terests of all concerned. These include
Mrs. Poor Bear, as the beneficiary of the
trust, and the Oglala Sioux Tribe, as a
party to its creation and maintenance.

The record in the present case clearly
indicates that termination of the trust
would be contrary to the best interests of
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Mrs. Poor Bear. The factors of her ad-
vanced age, business inexperience, no-
madic habits, and lack of interest in
agricultural or grazing pursuits, and the
similar factors which exist with respect
to her husband, combine to impel a con-
clusion that Mrs. Poor Bear is not com-
petent to handle property transactions.
Since she is dependent upon the land
here involved, from which she now ob-
tains a lease income, for a portion of her
livelihood, loss of the value of the land
through an imprudent sale, or through
the improvident use of the proceeds of a
sale, would adversely affect her future
security. Yet, the discharge of her prop-
erty from restrictions would invite the
sale of the land and the dissipation of its
proceeds by eliminating the safeguards
which existing laws afford the Indians
against short-sightedness on their own
part or overreaching on the part of
others. Particularly in the situation
here involved, I believe it would be most
unwise to abrogate these safeguards.

In addition, the approval of this bill
might result in Mrs. Poor Bear being
forced to accept whatever price is offered
her for the land in order to avoid losing
it through tax sale, since issuance of a
patent in fee would terminate the present
tax exemption.

In these circumstances it seems to me
that the responsibilities of the United
States for the faithful discharge of its
trust obligations preclude the granting
to Mrs. Poor Bear of the right to termi-
nate at will the existing trust of the lands
allotted to her.

I also wish to point out that the Con-
gress has established, by general lafv,
procedures under which cases such as the
present may be adjusted in ways both
equitable and practical, should a sale of
part of the capital assets of Mrs. Poor
Bear become essential for her support or
for the better use of her other property.
The procedures so established do not en-
tail the disregard of Indian interests, and
of Federal responsibilities for their pro-
tection, that is inherent in the present
bill, however well-intentioned.

For these reasons, I am constrained to
withhold my approval from S, 499.

HARRY S. TRUMAN, -
_Tue WHITE HOUSE, February 28, 1948.

MRS, ELLA WHITE BULL—VETO MESSAGE

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before
the Senate the following message from
the President of the United States, which
was read by the Chief Clerk, and, with
the accompanying bill, referred to the
Committee on Interior and Insular Afc
fairs:

To the Senate:

I return herewith without my approval
S. 542, guthorizing the issuance of a pat-
ent in fee to Mrs. Ella White Bull.

The ffect of this measure would be to
enable Mrs. White Bull to terminate at
will the trust under which the United
States now holds the lands inherited by
her on the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva-
tion, and to permit her to demand a con--
veyance of the lands free from the re-
strictions on alienation now imposed by .
law.

The situation here presented is one
which involves the performance of trust



