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PUBLIC-SCHOOL BUILDING, FORT PECK RESERVATION, WOLF POINT,
MONT.—VETO MESSAGE (S. DOC. NO, 70)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SMATHERS in the chair)
laid before the Senate the following message from the Pres-
ident of the United States, which was read, and, with the
accompanying bill, referred to the Committee on Indian
Affairs and ordered to be printed:

To the United States Senate:

I am returning herewith without my approval enrolled bxll
S. 961, to authorize an appropriation of $50,000 for coopera-
tion with the public-school board at Wolf Point, Mont., for
completing the construction, extension, equipment, and im-
provement of a public-school building to be available to
Indian children of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, Mont.

The Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, fiscal year 1935,
approved on August 12, 1935 (49 Stat. 571), included $50,000
for cooperation with the public-school board at Wolf Point
in the construction or improvement of a public-school build-
ing to be available to Indian children of the Fort Peck Indian
Reservation. Although this sum is to be recouped by the
United States over a period of 30 years, it is my view that the
extension of further financial assistance to the school district
for the construction or improvement of school buildings
would not be justified. It appears that, at the close of the
fiscal year 1938, the district had on hand the sum of $27,000.
This would indicate that it is not in a serious condition
financially.

I am informed that there are 940 white children and 280
Indian children in the district; that is, one-third of the chil-
dren living in the district are Indians. Somewhat less than
one-fourth of the number enrolled in the Wolf Point public
schools are Indians. The Department of the Interior is pay-
ing tuition for the 160 Indian children enrolled and, if a good
attendance of Indian children is maintained, the district can
earn something over $16,700 through tuition payments.

For the foregoing reasons, I am compelled to withhold
approval of the hill.

’ FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

TrE WHITE Housg, April 27, 1939.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr.
Calloway, one of its reading clerks, announced that the
House had agreed to the report of the committee of con-
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 4492) making
appropriations for the Treasury and Post Office Depart-
ments for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940, and for
other purposes, and that the House had receded from its

disagreement to the amendments of the Senate numbered -

34 and 36 to the bill, and concurred therein each with an
amendment, in which it requested the concurrence of the
Senate.

The message also announced that the House had agreed
to the report of the committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments of
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 5219) making appropriations
to supply deficiencies in certain appropriations for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1939, and for prior fiscal years, to
provide supplemental appropriations for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 1939, and June 30, 1940, and for other
purposes; that the House had receded from its disagreement
to the amendments of the Senate numbered 17, 19, and 20
to the bill, and concurred therein, and that the House re-
ceded from its disagreement to the amendment of the
Senate numbered 12 to the bill and concurred therein with
amendments, in which it requested the concurrence of the
Senate.

The message further announced that the House had
passed a joint resolution (H. J. Res. 279) making supple-
mental appropriations for printing and binding and sta-
tionery for the Treasury Department for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1939, in which it requested the concurrence
of the Senate.
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* HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION REFERRED
The joint resolution (H. J. Res. 279) making supplemen-
tal appropriations for printing and binding and stationery
for the Treasury Department for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1939, was read twice by its title and referred to the
Committee on Appropriations.

STREAM POLLUTION CONTROL

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill (S,
685) to create a Division of Water Pollution Control in the
United States Public Health Service, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. BARKLEY. Mr. President, I desire to make a very
brief statement with reference to the bill which has been
made the unfinished business of the Senate. I will say at
the outset that I hope we may dispose of the bill this
afternoon. If we do, it is my purpose to move an adjourn-
ment until Monday.

The bill under consideration deals with stream pollutlon
We all realize that as population has increased, and our
industrial development has been concentrated along our
navigable—and in some cases nonnavigable—waterways, the
question of protecting the health and the lives of the people
has become in some communities very important and acute.

I do not wish publicly to name any sections of the coun-
try or any cities, although they were referred to in the
hearings. However, in certain communities in the United
States, by reason of the pollution of water either by cities
or by manufacturing plants, the water has become a men-
ace to the health and life of the people. In some commu-
nities the public-health authorities have heen on the verge
of condemning the water supply because of its impurity.
Various State health authorities have attempted to deal
with the question, and in many cases have dealt with it in
considerable degree, but not adequately.

In nearly all the States where there are navigable streams,
or streams which flow into navigable rivers, or into harbors
or bodies of water of any sort, the health authorities have
been giving their attention to methods by which the supply
of water might be kept pure in order not. to endanger the
lives and health of .the people.

Moreover, as our population has increased and our indus-
trial development has been concentrated, the public authori-
ties in the States, counties, and cities have been compelled,
as a matter of self-defense, to give attention to these prob-
lems and try to work out a solution.

I dare say that no industrial plant in America would
deliberately, and with malice or premeditation, pollute the
supply of water to be consumed by the people. I dare say
no municipality in the country would deliberately do so; and
yet the conditions are such that innocently, and without
any such intention, probably due to lack of suitable precau-
tions taken in advance, and in many cases inability for
financial and other reasons to install the necessary purifica-
tion devices, a condition has grown up under which it has
become necessary for Congress to take note of the problem
and deal with it.

This problem has been before Congress for a number of
years. Hearings have been had before the appropriate com-
mittees of the House and Senate. In the previous Congress
I introduced a bill in the Senate——and a companion bill was
introduced in the House-—undertaking to make a beginning
in working out the solution of the question of stream pollu-
tion. The bill passed both House and Senate almost unani-
mously, and went to the White House. It was vetoed by the
President on the sole ground that the bill did not provide
that the appropriation authorized should go through the
Budget Director. So for purely budgetary reasons the Presi-
dent vetoed the measure and sent it back to the Congress.
I have reintroduced the bill practically as it was passed by
the two Houses, eliminating the objectionable part which
brought about the President’s veto.

The bill sets up in the Public Health Service what zs
called a Division of Stream Pollution. It authorizes the
Division of Stream Pollution, under the direction of the
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