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Paris, thereby implying that other national organizations
engaged in aiding and assisting veterans and their depend-
ents are likewise entitled to share in this fund. The premise
on which this argument is based seems to me an incorrect
one. The appropriation which was made to the Secretary
of the Treasury to liquidate the indebtedness connected with
Pershing Hall was conditioned on the vesting of the legal
title to the property in the Government of the United States
for the use and benefit of all American veterans of the
World War. In no sense could this former appropriation be
considered as being for. the benefit of any one organization
of veterans. The purpose of that appropriation was entirely
different from the one authorized by the pending bill.

I find myself unable to agree with the present proposal
to provide, out of the general fund of the Treasury, for the
donation to private agencies of funds to which they have no
claim and to the expenditure of which the usual govern-
mental safeguards would not apply. ) .

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC-SCHOOL BUILDING AT WORLEY, IDAHO

S.2862. Authorizes an appropriation of $30,000 for co-
operating with the public-school board of district 57, Koote-
nai County, Idaho, for the construction and equipment of a
public-scheol building at Worley, Idaho.

There are several reasons why this legislation is objection-
able.

A number of similar bills have heretofore been passed by
the Congress. They were approved with reluctance, because
no provision was made for reimbursement to the United
States of money expended in improving property the title to
which was not in the United States. S. 2862 makes no pro-
vision for the reimbursement of the proposed expenditure.

The need for the construction from an Indian standpoint
is not apparent. Figures given in the adverse report of the
Acting Secretary of the Interior dated June 17, 1937, on
H. R. 6701 showed 160 white children and 9 Indian children
attending the public school at Worley. The enrollment would
be increased by 40 pupils if additional classroom space were
provided; of this number, perhaps 10 would be Indians. .

The present Indian enrollment at this school is less than
6 percent of the total, and it would not be increased beyond
10 percent if the new construction were undertaken. The
ratio of Indian and white benefits clearly demonstrates that
the construction of any addition at the Worley. School is not
a Federal responsibility, notwithstanding the fact that there
are large areas of nontaxable land within the.district. .

If the appropriation were made, and as a condition thereto
repayment over a period of 30 years with interest at 3 per-
cent on unrecouped balances should be required, the district
would not earn an amount sufficient to meet the annual pay-
ments. Representatives of the Coeur d’Alene Indians have
urged that this legislation be not enacted, inasmuch as there
would be a very few Indian children receiving any benefit
from this expenditure.

Approval of this legislation is withheld.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
On August 30, 1937: :
SAMUEL RICHARD MANN

S. 1457. I have withheld my approval of S. 1457, Seventy-
fifth Congress, an act for the relief of Samuel Richard Mann,
which reads as follows:

That the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to cancel the charge entered against
Samuel Richard Mann, C-905813, in such amount as remains un-
pald at the date this act becomes effective, .which amount will
represent the balance remaining due and unpaid on account of an
overpayment of emergency officers’ retirement award to the said

Samuel Richard Mann due to an error of the Veterans’ Adminis-
tration.

This act proposes to relieve Samuel Richard Mann of the
balance of the indebtedness to the Government which, as of
July 31, 1937, was $1,298.34. This indebtedness was originally
in the amount of $2,215.64 and resulted from the erroneous
payment of emergency officers’ retirement pay concurrently
with active-duty pay. Liquidation of the indebtedness is being
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effectuated by withholding part of the monthly disability
compensation benefits otherwise payable.

The facts in this case are similar to those in other over-
payment cases, and there is no reason evident why this par-
ticular case should receive special consideration as proposed.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

On August 31, 1937:

. HARRY W. DUBISKE

S.937 is a bill to authorize and direct the Commissioner
of Internal Revenue to receive, consider, and determine, in
accordance with law, but without regard to any statute of
limitations, any claim filed by Harry W. Dubiske, of Chicago,
Ill., for a refund of income and profits taxes claimed to
have been erroneously collected for the year 1919.

A suit for a recovery of the refund has been brought in
the United States District Court for the Northern District
of Ilinois. One of the questions in controversy in that case
is whether or not the taxpayer filed in due time a waiver
which would have extended the running of the statute of
limitations. The trial court has found “that plaintiff has
not sustained the burden of proving the filing of the waiver.”
The litigation, however, has not as yet been concluded.
Aside from any other considerations, it is premature to
extend to the claimant any relief by legislative action while
the matter is still pending in the courts.

It should be observed that the situation here presented
materially differs from that involved in another case during
the last Congress in which I approved the granting of leg-
islative relief and in which it appeared that the court found
that the taxpayer handed a waiver to a subordinate in the
office of the Collector of Internal Revenue, and apparently,
through no fault of the taxpayer, the waiver was not there-
after transmitted to the proper officials.

I have, on previous occasions, expressed my accord with
the enacted policy of Congress that it is sound to include in
all revenue acts, statutes of limitations, by the operation of
which, after a fixed period of time, it becomes impossible
for the Government to collect additional taxes or for the
taxpayer to obtain a refund of an overpayment of taxes. X
have pointed out that such legislation selects a small class
of taxpayers for special treatment by excepting them from
that policy, thus discriminating against the whole body of
Pederal taxpayers and establishing a precedent which would
open the door to relief in all cases in which the statute
operates to the prejudice of a_particular taxpayer, while
leaving the door closed to the Government in those cases
in which the statute operates to the disadvantage of the
Government.

For the foregoing reasons, I have withheld my approval
of S. 937.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
SEMINOLE INDIANS IN OKLAHOMA

S.2263. Authorizes a per-capita payment of $35 to the
Seminole Indians in Oklahoma from their tribal funds.

The Acting Secretary of the Interior, in his report to the
Committees on Indian Affairs, listed the balances to the credit
of the Seminole Indians and indicated that, exclusive of the
Seminole scheol fund and interest thereon, only $81,099.54
would be available for making the payment, if authorized, and
that the Seminole income during the fiscal year 1936 was
only $2,525.70. The Seminole school fund was established by
the agreement of December 16, 1897, approved July 1, 1898
(30 Stat. p. 567). This fund was—
set apart as a permanent school fund for the education of children
of the members of said tribe, and shall be held by the United
States at 5 percent interest, or invested to produce such amount of
interest.

In the instant case the Acting Secretary of the Interior
recommended that the remaining tribal funds, or at least a
portion thereof, be set aside as a revolving loan fund for loans
to needy Indians, such loans to be used for improving homes,
acquiring farm machinery or livestock, or otherwise improv-
ing the economic status of the Indians.

There does not appear to be any emergency demanding
immediate relief. The local superintendent advises that crop
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conditions are good; that there is no prospect ‘of additional
tribal income; that 630 individuals have incomes from oil
operations; that more than $120,000 was paid out in monthly
allowances during the last 6 months of the fiscal year 1937
to Indians having funds to their credit; and that special
payments to, or in behalf of, those Indians for the same
period were approximately $327,900.

For the reasons stated, approval of S. 2263 is withheld.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
On September 1, 1937;
L. J. POWERS

S. 886. I have found it necessary to withhold my approval
of the bill S. 886, for the relief of L. J. Powers in the amount
of $1,000 in settlement of his claim against the United States
for the redemption of two documentary revenue stamps, one
bearing serial no. 928 for $500, and one bearing serial no.
3577 for $500.

Mr. Powers’ claim for redemption of the stamps presented
in July 1925 was rejected by the Commissioner of Internal

Revenue in January 1926 on the grounds that the claimant .

had not satisfactorily traced the history of such stamps from
the time of their issuance, as required by statute and regula-
tions, and that the claim had not been filed within the pre-
scribed statutory period of 4 years after purchase.

The claimant alleged that he received two documentary
revenue stamps, one for $500, serial no. 928, and the second,
for $500, serial no. 3577, from the Couch Cotton Mills, of
Atlanta, Ga., in payment for compensation due him as an
officer of that company. It was further alleged that these
stamps had been purchased from the collector of internal
revenue at Atlanta, Ga., in October 1921. The records of the
Treasury Department, however, indicate that the collector of
internal revenue at Atlanta, Ga., did not sell any $500 docu-
mentary revenue stamps during a 2-year period beginning
1920 and ending in 1922. These records further show that
the documentary revenue stamps covered by the claim for
redemption bore serial nos. 337 and 928, although S. 886
would grant relief on account of stamps nos. 928 and 3577, as
to which latter stamp no claim for redemption was ever filed
by Mr. Powers.

After the Commissioner of Internal Revenue rejected the
claim, Mr. Powers failed to pursue the prescribed statutory
remedy for securing relief, namely, the filing of a suit within
2 years from the rejection of such claim. Consequently, in
this regard, S. 886 does not differ from other bills to except
certain taxpayers from the operation of the statutes of limi-
tations, a number of which bills I have disapproved. On those
occasions I expressed my accord with the enacted policy of
Congress that it is sound to include in all revenue acts
statutes of limitations, by the operation of which, after a
fixed period of time, becomes impossible for the Govern-
ment to collect additional taxes or for the taxpayer to obtain
‘a refund of an overpayment of taxes. I poinfed out in each
instance that such legislation selects an individual taxpayer,
or a small class of taxpayers, for special treatment by ex-
cepting them from that policy, thus discriminating against
the whole body of Federal taxpayers and establishing a
precedent which would open the door to relief in all cases
in which the statute operates to the prejudice of a particular
taxpayer, while leaving the door closed to the Government
in those cases in which the statute operates to the disad-
vantage of the Governmens.

I must again express my belief that the field of special
legislation should not be opened to relieve special classes of
taxpayers from the consequences of their failure to protect
their claims for the refund of taxes within the period fixed
by law, .

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.

CONFIRMATIONS
Ezecutive nominations confirmed by the Senate August 21
(legislative day of Aug. 20), 1937
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS, DisrrIcT OF COLUMBIA
Justin Miller to be an associate justice of the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia,

Hei nOnline -- 81 Cong.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOQUSE

AvucusT 21

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

T. A. M. Craven to be a member of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission.

CrIviL SERVICE COMMISSION N

Samuel H. Ordway, Jr., to be a Civil Service Commis-
sioner.

Social, SECURITY BOARD

Clarence N. Grey to be principal administrative officer in
the Social Security Board.

POSTMASTERS
CALIFORNIA
Blanche A. Ross, Winterhaven.
COLORADO
Clarence Patterson, Steamboat Springs.
FLORIDA
Minnie Blanch Payne, Longwood.
IOWA
John H. Petersen, Sabula.
LOUISIANA
Emily D. Straughan, Colfax.
John E. Harris, Olla.
' MASSACHUSETTS
Edward H. Leary, Middleton.
Anna R. Ellis, Norwood. ’
MICHIGAN
Alden E. Derrie, Champion.
MISSISSIPPI
' Nettie Dorsett, Lucedale.
Thomas E. Goodman, New Albany.

MISSOURI
William T. Scott, Centerville,
William O. Vinson, Lilbourn.
Basil V. Jones, Pleasant Hill.
NEW JERSEY
William H. Hitchcock, Keyport.
NEW YORR

Gus Di Savino, Chadwicks.
Roxa A. Youker, Dolgeville.
Marshall A. Crawford, Keene Valley.

NORTH CAROLINA
Henry Folger, Mount Airy.
OHIO
Walter W. Farra, Lewisburg.
TENNESSER
William F. English, Pulaski.
TEXAS

John K. Ford, Bogata.
Frank J. Williams, Lipan.

. WASHINGTON
Gustaf Norman Dalstead, Anacortes.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21, 1937
(Legislative day of Friday, Aug. 20, 1937)

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House was called to order
by the Speaker at 10 a. m. )

CENSUS OF PARTIAL EMPLOYMENT, UNEMPLOYMENT, AND
OCCUPATIONS

Mrs. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 2705) to provide for the taking of a
census of partial employment, unemployment, and occupa-
tions, and for other purposes.

‘The SPEAKER. The gentlewoman from New Jersey
moves to suspend the rules and pass the bill S. 2705. The
Clerk will report the Senate bill as amended.
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