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I am perfectly willing to rest the case on the language of the report
of the officers, and I hope the Senate will not agree to the amendment.

Mr. McMILLAN. We will rest upon that.

The amendment was rejected. !

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL.

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L.
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had this
day approved and signed an act (S. 2732) to authorize the printing of
the eulogies delivered in Congress upon the late John F. Miller.

RAILROADS IN MONTANA—VETO MESSAGE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the following
message from the President of the United States; which was read:
To the Senate of the United States:

I return without approval Senate bill No, 2281, entitled “An act granting to
railro’x;xds the right of way through the Indian reservation in'Northern Mon-
tana.

Thereservation referred to stretches across the extreme northern part of Mon-
tana Territory, with British America for its northern boundary. Itcontainsan
aren of over 80,000 square miles. It is dedicated to Indian occupancy by treaty
of October 17,1855, and act of Congress of April 15,1874, No railroads are within
immediate approach to its boundaries, and only one, as shown on recent maps,
is under construction in the neighborhood leading in its direction. The sur-
rounding country is sparsely settled, and I have been unable to ascertain that
the necessities of commerce or any public exigencies demand thiglegislation,
which would affect so seriously the rights and interests of the Indians occupy-
ing the reservation.

The bill is in the nature of a general right of way for railroads through this
Indian reservation. The Indian occupants have not given their consgent to it,
neither have they been consulted regarding it, nor is there any provision in it
for securing their consent or agreement to the location or construction of rail-
roads upon their lands. No routes are described, and no general directions on
which the line of any railroad will be constructed are given.

No particular organized railway company engaged in constructing a railroad
toward the reservation and ready or desirous to build its road through the
Indian lands to meet the needs and requirements of trade and commerce is
named. The bill gives the right to any railroad in the country, duly organized
under the laws of any Territory, of any State, or of the United States, except
those of the District of Columbia, to enter this Indian country, prospect for
routes of travel, survey them,and construct routes of travel wherever it may
please, with no check save possible disapproval by the Secretary of the Interior
of\its maps of location, and no limitation upon its acts except such rules and reg-
ulations as he may prescribe, .

This power vested in the Secretary of the Interior might itself be improvi-
dently exercised and subject to abuse.

No limit of time is fixed within which the construction of railroads should
begin or be completed. Without such limitations, speculating corporations
would be enabled to seek out and secure the right of way over the natural and
most feasible routes, with no present intention of constructing railroads along
such lines, but with the view of holding their advantageous easements for dis-
posal at some future time to some other corporation for a valuable censideration,
In this way the construction of needed railroad facilities in that country could
be hereafter greatly obstructed and retarded.

If the United States must exercise its right of eminent domain over the In-
dian territories for the general welfare of the whole country, it should be done
cautiously, with due regard for the interests of the Indians,and to no greater
extent than the exigencies of the public service require.

Bills tending somewhat in the direction of this general character of legisla-
tion, affecting the rights of the Indians reserved to them by treaty stipulations,
have been presented to me during the prescnt session of Congress. They have
received my reluctant approval, though I am by no means certain that a mis-
take has not been made in passing such laws without providing for the consent
to such grants by the Indian occupants and otherwise more closely guarding
their rights and interests; and I hoped that each of those bills ag it received my
approval would be the last of the kind presented. They, however, designated
particular railroad companies, laid down general routes over which the respect-
ive roads should be constructed through the Indian lands, and specified their
direction and termini, so that I was enabled to reasonably satisfy myself that
the exigencies of the public service and the interests of commerce probably de-
manded the construction of the roads, and that by their construction and opera-
tion the Indians would not be too seriously affected.

The bill now before me is much more general in its terms than those which
have preceded it. It is a new and wide departure from the general tenor of leg-
islation affecting Indian reservations. It ignores the right of the Indians to be
consulted as to the disposition of their lands, opens wide the door to any rail-
road corporation to do what, under the treaty covering the greater portion of
the reservation, is reserved to the United States alone; it givéstheright to enter
upon Indian lands to a class of, corporations carrying with them many individ-
uals not known for any scrupulous regard for the interest or welfare of the In-
dians; it invites a general invasion of the Indian country, and brings into con-
tact and intercourse with the Indians a class of whites and others who are
independent of the orders, regulations, and control of the resident agents.

Corporations operating railroads through Indian lands are strongly tempted
to infringe at will upon the reserved rights and the property of Indians, and
thus are apt to become go arbitrary in their dealings and domineering in their
conduct toward them that the Indians become disquieted, often threatening
outbreaks, and periling the lives of frontier settlers and others.

I am impressed with the belief that the bill under consideration does not suf-
ficiently guard against an invasion of the rights and a disturbance of the peace
and quiet of the Indians on the reservation mentioned; nor am I satisfied that
the legislation proposed is demanded by any exigency of the public welfare,

" GROVER CLEVELAND,

ExECUTIVE MANSION, July 7, 1836,

Mr. DAWES. With the consent of the Senator from Minnesota I
move that the message be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs,
and I desire to have goalong with that remarkable message the section
of the treaty which has affected the President so sensibly in the draught
of this message. Idesireto have it understood that the committee who
reported the bill thought they were regarding the rights of the Indians.
The eighth article of the treaty to which reference is made in the mes-
sage is in these words:

ArTICLE 8. For the purpose of establishing traveling thoroughfares through
their country, and the better to enable the President to execute the provisions

of this treaty, the aforesaid nations and tribes do hereby consent, and agree, that
the United States may, within the countries respectively occupied and claimed
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by them, construct roads of every deseription ; establish lines of telegraph and
military posts; use materials of every deseription found in the Indian country;
build houses for agencies, missions, schools, farms, shops, mills, stations, and
for any other purpose for which they may be required, and permanently occupy
as much land as may be necessary for the various purposes above enumerated,
including the usec of wood for fuel and land for grazing, and that the navigation
of all lakes and strenms shall be forever free to citizens of the United States.
gsre%%y)with the Blackfeet Indians, October 17,1855,11 Statutes at Large, pages

, 659,

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The message will be printed and re-
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask unanimous consent to be allowed to make a
report at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
be no objection.

Mr. EDMUNDS. 1 report by direction of the Committee on Foreign
Relations the bill (8. 2208) to amend and enlarge the fifth section of an
act approved June 18, 1878, entitled ‘‘An act to provide for the dis-
tribution of the awards made under the convention between the United
States of America and the Republic of Mexico concluded on the 4th day
of July, 1868,”’ with an amendment and a written report prepared by
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN], a member of that commit- -
tee, who had the matter in charge, but who on account of the illness
of & member of his family is detained from the Senate; and I make
the report on his behalf.

I have not had an opportunity, nor has the committee, to examine
the detail of the statements which are made in his report, and the cir-
cumstances occupying all his time by the illness of his family may pos-
sibly have led him, as he had to write the report absent from Washing-
ton, into some minor errors. I do notknow that that is so, but I think
it is due to him to say that the report was written away from Wash-
ington, and if any little error should appear it can be accounted for in
that way. It is the report of the Senator from Alabama. .

Mr. BROWN. I desire to submit the minority report in that case,
and I ask that it be printed with the majority report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be placed on the Calen-
dar and the report printed.

Mr. EDMUNDS. And the views of the minority will be printed
with the report of the majority.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That order will be taken.

Mr. DOLPH, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred
the petition of Charles E. Creecy, assignee of A. Elsberg and others, for
compensation for property taken and used by the United States author-
ities for public purposes, submitted an adverse report therecon, which
was agreed to; and the committee were discharged from the further con-
sideration of the petition.

Mr. BLAIR, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred
the bill (8. 2803) granting a pension to Michael Fitzpatrick, reported
it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon.

He also, from the same committee, to whom the subject was referred,
reported a bill (S. 2818) to increase the rate of pension for deafnessand
loss of sight; which was read twice by its title. .

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (8.
2243) to increase the rate of pension for deafness, moved its indefinite
postponement; which was agreed to.

Mr. HARRISON. May I ask to have that bill read ?

Mr. BLAIR. I will state to the Senator that several bills have been
referred to the committee increasing the rate of pension for deafness and
for defective sight. It hasbeen thought best, and in fact the only thing
we could do, to report an original bill which covers all.

Mr. HARRISON. Has the original bill been read?

Mr. BLAIR. The original bill has been read and the other indefi-
nitely postponed.

Mr. HARRISON. That I did not understand.

Mr. SAWYER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were re-
ferred the following bills, reported them severally without amendment
and submitted reports thereon:

A bill (H. R. 7728) granting a peunsion to Mrs. Elizabeth Collins; and

Abill (H. R. 1617) for the relief of George H. Laurence.

Mr. SPOONER, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to
whom were referred a resolution of March 24, 1886, directing the com-
mittee to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill providing that
the price of gas furnished by the Washington Gas Light Company shall
not exceed $1 per thousand cubic feet, and the bill (8. 1567) regulating
gas works in the District of Columbia, submitted o report, accompanied
by a bill (8. 2819) relating to the manufacture and sale of gas in the
city of Washington, in the District of Columbia, and amendatory of an
act entitled ‘‘An act regulating gas-works,’’ approved June 23, 1874;
which was read twice by its title.

BILL INTRODUCED.

Mr. MCPHERSON introduced a joint resolution (8. R. 75) author-
izing the Secretary of War to grant a permit to Caleb W. Spofford and
his associates to erect a hotel upon the lands of the United Rtates on
the main beach at or near Horseshoe Cove, New Jersey; which was
read twice by its title.

Mr. EDMUNDS. There ought to be a provision in the joint resolu-

The report will be received, if there
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